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Underground Animals



Ant
There are thousands of species of ants found all over the world and in just about every type of land environment. These 
common social insects live in colonies (groups of related ants). Each colony consists of a queen, workers, soldiers, and 
males.  Ants exhibit complex behavior; some ants build intricate nests, some are fierce warriors, some collect and store 
seeds (harvester ants), some capture slaves, and some farm fungi (leaf-cutter ants).

Rabbit
Rabbits are fast-moving, big-eared mammals.  They live in a variety of environments, including deserts, swamps, marsh-
es, forests, grasslands, and prairies. Rabbits are found on every continent except Antarctica.   They are hunted by dogs, 
foxes, raccoons, weasels, bobcats, lynxes, hawks, and eagles. They have a fast reproductive rate. 

Chipmunk
Chipmunks are rodents that live in forests, open woodlands, and brushy areas in North America and Asia. Chipmunks 
hibernate during the cold winter months. Many chipmunks dig extensive burrows which can be over 11 ft (3.5 m) long. 
These burrows often have more than one entrance and have extra chambers in which chipmunks store their extensive 
winter food. Some chipmunks make nests in logs or in bushes. 

Worm
Earthworms (also called nightcrawlers) are very important animals that aerate the soil with their burrowing action and en-
rich the soil with their waste products (called castings). Good soil can have as many as as 1,000,000 (a million) worms per 
acre.   These invertebrates (animals without a backbone) range in color from brown to to red, and most have a soft body. 
Earthworms range in size from a few inches long to over 22 feet long. 

Fox 
The fox is a clever mammal that has large ears and a long, bushy tail. It lives in many different habitats, including forests, 
deserts, scrub, plains, grasslands, and Arctic snow. Many live in the area where forests meet farms. Foxes will double 
back on their own tracks in order to confuse their enemies.   A male fox is called a reynard, the female is called a vixen, 
and the baby is called a kit. A group of foxes is called a skulk or a leash. 

Groundhog
Groundhogs are also called woodchucks and are a type of marmot. These solitary mammals hibernate (sleep through 
winter) in burrows. Groundhogs are found in North America in forests and fields.   This mammal has a bulky body and 
short limbs. The fur is brown-gray and the eyes are black. The hands and feet are black and have sharp, sturdy claws. 
Groundhogs/woodchucks are mostly herbivores (plant-eaters). They eat grass, seeds, leaves, flowers, fruit, eggs, and 
some insects. 
 
Aardvark
The aardvark is a solitary, shy, nocturnal animal. Aardvarks live in African savannas, open grasslands, woodlands, and 
scrub.  The aardvark is a hairy, nocturnal (active at night), burrowing mammal.  Aardvarks have a long, narrow snout, a 
long tongue, and very sticky saliva, which it uses to catch ants and termites.  They have a sleek, dark brown coat, long 
ears, short legs with webbed 2nd and 3rd toes, and strong, sharp, hoof-like claws. The aardvark has 10 cheek teeth (but 
no incisors or canines) and bristles around its small mouth. The teeth are made of a type of cement, not enamel (our teeth 
are made of enamel). Aardvarks have a good sense of smell and hearing. 

Mole
The mole is a burrowing mammal with substantial claws. It lives underground for most of its life. Moles live in a variety of 
habitats, including fields, woodlands, swampy land, riverbanks, and deserts. Moles have a life span of about 3 years in 
the wild. Some moles are very good swimmers.  Moles have tiny eyes and are virtually blind. They have an acute sense of 
touch which is aided by sensory bumps on the snout, sensory whiskers on the face, and sensory hairs on the feet and tail. 

Armadillo
Armadillo are timid, armored mammals that live in warm grasslands and forests from South America up to the southern 
United States. Armadillos are burrowers who dig underground dens. Armadillos can jump 3 ft (1 m) straight up into the air. 
Many armadillos are killed when they are run over by cars. Anatomy: Armadillos are protected by plates of bony armor 
covered with skin. Many armadillos can curl into a ball when threatened by predators. There are 20 different types of 
armadillos that range in size from 6 to 60 inches (15-152 cm) long. 
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